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Of all of Plato’s dialogues the Laws was the most related to the social and political
circumstances of the time and was more influential as theoretical writing on the
politics of every subsequent epoch than his other major work on the subject, the
Republic. For modern democracy, some of the theoretical principles that were ex-
posed for the first time in the Laws are fundamental: the rule of law, the check and
balance of power, etc.

The understanding of the largest work written by Plato has substantially improved
in the last decades thanks to increasing research. This selection from the papers
presented at Salamanca in November 1998 tries to offer a
panoramicvisionofthe work, whichisbeingdoneatpresent
inthemainfieldsby wellknownscholarslike T.J. Saunders,
L. Brisson, Kl. Schopsdau, A. Neschke, Chr. Bobonich,
S1. DuSanic, etc.
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The first set of contributions is related to the new notion
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of law which Plato shapes in the Laws and its connection
SIGNIFICANCE to the dialogue as genre. The reader will also find a set of
papers devoted to the relationship between virtue and sta-
SELECTED PAPERS OFITHE te, the nature of the state, and the metaphysics. The sec-

1 INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ) ) o )
ON ANCIENT THOUGHT tion devoted to the specific organisation of the Magnesian
State offers papers that investigate the Magnesian econo-
my (in its modern sense), the nocturnal council, the laws
about sexuality and the position of the slaves. The section
devoted to the relationship of the Laws to its historical
context contains contributions which try to explain the
impact of the ideological and historical situation on the
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A
ACADEMIA work and its possible influence on the political circum-

stances of the time. Two papers analyse the influences
of the Laws on the Neoplatonic philosophy and in John
Locke. Finally the textual tradition of the dialogue is considered.
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