
A
ca

d
e
m

ia
 V

e
rl

a
g

Timothy Chappell’s Reading Plato’s Theaetetus offers a complete new 

translation of Plato’s most famous dialogue on knowledge, together with 

an extended philosophical commentary. Dr Chappell defends an original 

form of the Unitarian reading of the dialogue, arguing that Plato’s aim in 

this enigmatic work is to show how little we can do towards defining or 

understanding knowledge, if we try to do it on an empiricist or naturalist 

basis.

The book also contains a wealth of argument on 

subsidiary topics—the language of the dialogue, 

its date and place in Plato’s development, and its 

relation to earlier and later Greek thought in gene-

ral. 

In advance of its publication, the book has already 

been enthusiastically praised by a number of dis-

tinguished authorities. 

Dr Chappell is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at 
the University of Dundee. 
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