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The work seeks to bring together critical perspectives on the complex relationship 
between speech, silence and violence. The task set up here is twofold: On the one hand 
is the attempt to philosophise silence, to explore the various philosophical engagements 
with questions that range from the limits of language to the challenge of the ineff able. 
To this end the notion and working of silence in many of its diverse aspects is analysed 
within canonical philosophical texts.

On the other hand, there is also an endeavour to politicise silence, namely, to explore 
how some forms of speech have been made impossible within various philosophical 
discourses and the violent consequences thereof. Thus the work seeks to provide an 
inter sec tion of the philosophy and politics of silence from a transcultural perspective. 
Juxtaposing silence with power irritates our everyday understanding of speech as 
emancipation and silence as censorship. 

Some questions addressed in the work are: When is speech politically enabling and 
when does it become repressive? Can silence be sub-
versive? And when is silence a performance of power and 
violence? If discursive violence is inevitable, why not give 
preference to silence over discourse? And lastly why one 
should not avoid speaking?

Dr. phil. Nikita Dhawan was Maria-Goeppert-Mayer Guest 
Professor at the Carl von Ossietzky University Oldenburg 
(Winter Semester 2006/ 2007). She received her Doctorate 
in Philosophy at the Institute of Philo sophy, Ruhr-University 
Bochum, where she was Lecturer for Indian and Intercultural 
Philosophy from 2003-2006. She holds a double M.A. in 
German Literature and Philosophy, both from Mumbai 
University. Recent publication: “Postkoloniale Theorie. Eine 
kritische Einführung” (transcript 2005: jointly with María do 
Mar Castro Varela).

Academia

West-östliche Denkwege  11

Nikita Dhawan

Impossible Speech
On the Politics of Silence 
and Violence

69402um.indd 1 08.08.2007 11:59:21

Academia Verlag • Bahnstraße 7 • 53757 Sankt Augustin
Tel. +49 2241 345210 • Fax +49 2241 345316
E-Mail: info@academia-verlag.de • Internet: www.academia-verlag.de


